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c ies lha I  had rornain!d i rbsfni  honr ihe
arrr-but now nccds ro br addod to thc
l ls t  is orc ofNoth Amcrica's l i r ryosl  birdl
and thc nailon's synr bol ol frc0doln.

A pilir of bald eagles havc bcon
pholographrd within thjs little l(no\,vn
poriion ofHarkins Slough ownrd by tlre
tlalifornia L)epaltrnenr ol Iish an.l!Vild-
I il€. ,^ccorriing to CDFW environnr€nlal
sci€nristGar), Kittleson, while these im
prcssivc raptors attenlpied io nesl in thc
aroa and at nea$y Pjnto Lake two yoals
ago, ir rvasn't uniil last year'ihat the fi$l
docunrented hre€ding pair was rccorded
by the Sarria CiLLZ Bird Club- Kittlcson said
tho paif fl cdged a chick in March 2014,
aicl it was seen in the nest in mid ,^pr1l.It
lcf i  thenest asayoungadult  at  th!  cnd of
June butwas still slaying ncarthc parents
inAuSust.
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f (xxlsupply an(lol( lgLowth trocs ior nfst-
ing. ' l 'hcir  dict  consists largcly ol ' I ish an(l
c lni(rn,  and thf y choosc t l re iops ol  lnryc
i lees io bui l ( l  r rsts.  Sh(l i rs hrvf  shown
cn! lcs typical ly usr i rn( l  onl i rrgf  thoir  nfsis
as lhc),  r 'e lum each yonf.  lht \c ntsts r1ay
rc:rch 10fcct ncross an(i weigh as much as
a halftoD. llald eagles nrate fof lile, so the
nesr hosrs mult ip e clr lcks ovef the yea.s.

l:enralcs arr li[gcrthan r]rala's, rnal
birclr of l]olhern nalcsand provincc! lcnd
ro bc lirrycr than those fr'onr Lhesouthern
portions ofthc brceding range.le ales
can weigh up to lilpounds and disday a
wingspan of up io 8 leet. ' l  he srnal ler maler
can lvclgh up to l0 pounds, with a 6"fooi
r{i gspan.

'1cr s l(asteen isaCDIIV environmen
tal sciontist whomanages CIIFWk podion
of the Hrrkin1Slough area.'lhe USFWS
portion is mostly to thenorth of Harli.s
Slough Road. ln Santa Cruz Cornty, the
CDIW maNhlandis forLmd betwe€n Har
kins SioughRoad a d the rail road tracks.

buld eagles return to
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' l  hc U.S. l r i \h lnd WiL( l l i lL 'ScLVicc
kccps l)i(l fccords ir1 ncjllhboring !llicoti
Slough Nir l ionr l  Wildl i lc l le lLr l {c,  arcl
WaLv)nvi lh Wol l i rnds Wrlch, aD ircLlvis l
grolrp LhaL irdvocalos IoI  wci larrds, nottd
therr in ancl  ncar Wir lsonvi l lc.  Nei ihef
l ist  Iad included bald eaghs pr lor to the
I l r  r ins SLough sjglr t ing.

\{ith n rnrrge that exlends lion
Alaskir to northfn Mcrico, the bal(lirirgli:
\llulilect s lelrot:tlttLtlts), i! the firly eaglc
urique ioNorth Anrerica. Howi:\,1'r these
nlajcstic birds alnlost disappearcd fron
thclowcr,18 sratL's,  nrai l1lyct e to tho use
olthccontaminant l ) l ) l  (seesicl lb lron
f irge 37). ln recent decades thcir nunbeN
havc rrboundcd. 1hc lederal governncnt
rernoved them Irom Lh€ thratenedand
endangered species list in August 2007, and
now the), are expanding iheir habiiai tc)
placcs like llarkinsSlough. Califomia still
lists the baldeagle as endangcrccl.

Baldeagles are found nc.rlarge bodies
ofopen water that provldcan.bunda t
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